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***A Snowflake is Winter's Butterfly***

Thank you school custodian, Matt
Schnacker.

Every day, when students leave campus, Matt begins the process of
thoroughly cleaning and disinfecting the entire school. Matt is a hard-
working and quiet member of the Mountain Elementary team who is
always ready and willing to do anything we need to make things safer
and easier for students and staff. The pride Matt has in his work is
re�ected in the clean environment we come to every day. Matt makes
sure our hand sanitizers are full, disinfecting wipes are available, and
that all surfaces are disinfected daily. His dedication is helping to keep us all safe and healthy.
Thank you, Matt!

Important Dates
12/21 - 1/01 Winter Break - No School
1/18 Martin Luther King Jr Day - No School
1/22 In Person school day for Cohort A (M/W will be W/F this week)
1/25 School Site Council via Zoom 3:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.
2/12 - 2/15 Presidents weekend - No School

Student Absent? Call the School

If your student is absent, please contact the school o�ce with the
reason. The school secretary is the one that documents the reason
for the absence. You can contact Kathy at 707-457-3211 or by email
at kwhite@dnusd.org. She will also let the teacher know about the
absence.
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School Days are Monday - Friday

Your student is required to attend school every day. Fridays (and off
cohort days) are distance learning days, which means that your student
should participate in the daily Zoom meeting and complete their online
assigned work. Please make sure your student engages in the learning
process everyday. If you have questions or need help you can call the
school at 707-457-3211 8:00 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. or email your child's
teacher.

Tech Support for Families

DNUSD Tech Hotline: (707) 464-7005

DNUSD Tech Email: parenthelp@dnusd.org

DELL Computer Discounts for Education

Technology & Internet Discounts for Parents & Students

Affordable Internet Offers

Internet For All Toll Free 1-844-841-4646 (INFO)

Virtual Winter Concert Information

It’s time to get busy working on music for our virtual winter concert.

Our video will be posted by the end of December on our school
district's website and our school’s Facebook page.

Optional for all students: Sing or play a song of your choice to be
submitted to Mrs. Clensay-Clark via email, or for 4th-8th graders:
recorded during our Music Zooms December 11 & 18.

ALL 5th grade band students need to submit a video of themselves
playing “Hot Cross Buns” (due on or before December 18th).

All 6th-8th grade band students need to submit a video of
themselves playing “Dragon Fire” (due on or before December 18th).

If you need help or have questions, please contact Mrs. Clensay-
Clark at (707) 951-1802 or by email at Hclensay@dnusd.org.
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COVID-19 TESTING INFORMATION AND UPDATES
During the Wednesday webinar on 12/2/20, Superintendent Jeff Harris had a discussion with Del
Norte County Public Health O�cer, Dr. Warren Rehwaldt, regarding current and future testing
opportunities within Del Norte County. Testing by Verily is currently available through public health at
two locations, the Crescent City Cultural Center and the Holiday Inn Express/Redwood Hotel in
Klamath. Testing at these sites is for those ages 13 and older. Testing is by appointment only. The
Cultural Center is open for testing on Monday and Tuesday, and the hotel location is open on
Wednesday. For more information, or to make an appointment, please visit
https://www.covid19.dnco.org/testing. Additional testing is available at Sutter Coast Urgent Care
Clinic, CVS Pharmacy, and through other healthcare providers.

Del Norte County Public Health is also working closely with Humboldt County Public Health to expand
testing availability through our two counties. Testing will be done by United Indian Health Services
(UIHS) and is expected to be in place by mid-December. In October, Dr. Rehwaldt reached out to Del
Norte Uni�ed and asked if we could assist this effort by providing a location at a few schools for
testing. We have been working with the County of Del Norte to ensure that testing is done after
students leave for the regular school day, that testing is walk up or drive up, that testing is done
outside of spaces used by students and staff, that UIHS staff disinfects any district facility that is
used by UIHS staff, and that those seeking testing do not travel through the school site.

All testing will be done between 4:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. and no testing will occur within the school
building or near students or staff.

The tentative testing schedule is:
Monday- Crescent Elk

Tuesday- Margaret Keating
Wednesday- Redwood

Friday- Smith River
Sunday- Mountain School

This increased testing will be available to the community, and more information, including a �nal
schedule, will be provided by the Public Health O�cer when the sites are open for testing.

Please note that contrary to information being placed on social media, testing is not being provided by
the District, administered by the District, or mandated by the District, nor is the District receiving any
compensation for allowing UIHS and Del Norte Public Health to use the agreed-upon locations.

School Site Council
Mountain Elementary's School Site Council will meet via Zoom on
January 25th at 3:30 p.m. All are welcome to attend, only council
members may vote. This will be a Zoom meeting. If you are
interested in serving on our School Site Council we still have room.
Please contact Rae Fearing at 707-457-3211 to nominate yourself
or someone else. At the meeting we will discuss the School Plan and
review the budget. SSC members will receive an agenda and the plan
for review at least 72 hours before the meeting.
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"Flash" Jameson
Learning to use green screen
technology!

Green Screen
Apps like Do Ink help
students create and share
ideas!

"Chef Milo"
Thinking about future
careers with green screen!

Room 1 is Still Hiking
When the weather is good, and the work is done, Room 1 likes to enjoy nature a lot. This month, we've
been studying local fungi and learning to make spore prints. We are also learning how to monitor our
cardiovascular strength by monitoring our pulse at the beginning, after climbing the hill, and again on
the way back. We hope to be able to increase our distance by the spring so we can go on a
backpacking trip when this pandemic allows us to get back to normal. On the hikes, we mask up if we
are close together, but we are free to take our masks off when we are walking at a safe distance. This
has always been a popular activity at Mountain, and one that we are happy to continue. Hopefully the
weather continues to be so favorable.
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Increasing Wait Time - Try This at Home!
Here is a tip to increase student learning and communication at home, from principal Rae Fearing.

Increase your wait time.

Whether helping your student with schoolwork or asking them about a problem they are having with a
friend or sibling, wait time is a great way to support deeper thinking, give kids time to process. It also
lets them know that you want to know what they have to say. When adults chime in too soon, we limit
processing time and model that adults know the answer. Consider how increasing wait time and
letting silence hang for 3-5 seconds can actually increase communication.

You may think you are already doing this, but next time you ask your child a question (i. e. what is 2 +
2?) actually count in your head for �ve seconds. You may be surprised how this small trick allows a
child more time to process information and come up with answers on their own.

According to Jennifer Sullivan, author of Increasing Student Learning In Only Three Seconds, when
you wait at least three seconds for a child to respond:

1. The Length and Accuracy of Student Responses Increases
2. There is an increase in Responses by Students Who Don’t Typically Respond
3. Children provide answers that are more thoughtful and supported by evidence

These are life skills that bene�t children in school and at home. According to this research article,
students with sensory or other disabilities should have wait time increased to 7-10 seconds. So, my
recommendation is this: Take time, slow down, value the thinking your child is doing and allow time to
process and respond to information. It just might result in better learning, increased communication,
and less stress at home.

Articles cited:
https://www.facultyfocus.com/articles/effective-teaching-strategies/student-learning-in-3-seconds/
https://�les.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/EJ1017590.pdf
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Mountain Elementary School

55 Azalea Lane, Gasquet, CA, U… rfearing@dnusd.org

707-457-3211
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